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With the ongoing developments in bank discontinuance, recent court rulings concerning payday

advances, discussions with local and state regulators, managing our day-to-day operations and the

ever-present concerns about security, compliance can often be relegated to a “back burner” issue.

Something you have to deal with, but not something that’s necessarily top of mind.

But as this issue of Currents will demonstrate, compliance, along with everything else on our collective plates,

requires our immediate concern and closest vigilance. Compliance is an issue that won’t go away. 

From Scott McClain’s lead story, “The Lowdown on Anti-money Laundering Compliance,” and an interview with

MoneyGram’s Rod Blum, to Bill Van Den Acre’s article on the importance of thorough employee compliance train-

ing, we reiterate that compliance is here to stay. All of us need to be keenly aware of its implications for our indi-

vidual businesses and our industry.

This issue is also our pre-convention publication. FiSCA’s 17th Annual Conference & Exposition will be held in

New York City from September 24-26. This year, FiSCA is proud to have Thomas H. Kean, former Governor of New

Jersey and Chairman of the 911 Commission as our keynote speaker. Tom Kean is recognized as a foremost authority

on what needs to be done to render our country safe from terrorism. I can’t think of a more important time for our

industry to gather, to share information and to learn about the latest developments in regulatory issues and opera-

tional changes, as well as the latest technological advances and new products on the market. You’ll also have the

opportunity to speak with your New York colleagues about how compliance is enforced in the Empire State—perhaps

the most stringent interpretation in the country.    

Our theme for 2005 is “Building Relationships in a Changing Marketplace.” If you think this year’s gathering will

be the same-old same-old, you’re in for a very pleasant surprise. Our time together will reflect the momentum and

enthusiasm of being in the heart of New York City at the City’s best time of year. See what Abby Hans has to say

about the importance of attending our annual conferences on page 48.

As an industry, we continue to change the way we do business. This year, FiSCA has gathered a host of com-

pelling speakers and put together a series of very informative and useful workshops to help us find the best and

most financially rewarding ways to operate our businesses. 

If you haven’t signed up for this year’s conference, I strongly urge you to do so immediately. You’ll find a 

registration form on page 36. Sign up now, as space is becoming very limited and you won’t want to miss out.

Finally, as Currents enters the heart of our yearly publishing cycle, I want to thank all of our members and 

friends for your ongoing support. As always, we welcome any thoughts or suggestions on how we can 

make Currents even better. 

Gary A. Dachis

Chairman
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